Topic: Character
Bible: Luke 6:43-49

Activity: Charades
Before the activity, make a list of occupations. Be sure to choose some common occupations and some more adventurous occupations. Some examples that you might choose are: painter, cook, racecar driver, hunter, pastor, teacher, nurse, scuba diver, golfer, and aerobics instructor. 

Select a preteen to begin the game of charades by selecting an occupation. Explain that they must perform the actions of their selected occupation without using words. The other preteens will guess what occupation the actions represent. The preteen with the correct guess selects the next occupation and the game continues.

After the activity, say: Have any of you ever played charades before? The whole came is played without using words, which can be rather difficult. This game is fun, but it is also really similar to real life. We learn a lot about other people when we watch their actions. Actions show us the character, the inside, of a person. 

Our actions reveal our character. What happens on the outside shows what we have on the inside.  So, what do your actions say about you? If we are followers of Christ, then our actions should show that to be true. 

Let’s look at what Jesus has to say on this subject. Open your Bibles to Luke 6.

Read Luke 6:43-49

Jesus uses the image of a fruit tree to show what we’ve been talking about today. He says that a bad tree will not produce good fruit, and a good tree will not produce bad fruit. 

Jesus is saying that our actions, or fruit, will be very closely related to who we are on the inside. If we have His Word in our hearts, then it will guide our actions and thoughts. If we have stored selfish things or evil things in our hearts, then those things will unfortunately guide our actions. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]As Christians, people should be able to detect our faith by our actions. This means that we need to hear the teachings of Jesus and do them! In the last part of this passage, Jesus compares this to building a house. 

Jesus says that those who hear His teaching and don’t do it are like those that build a house on sand. You can imagine what kind of house that would be. Have you ever built a sand castle at the beach and then watched the waves destroy it? It will never last because it has not foundation.

In the same way, if we don’t use the Bible as our guide for living, we are like a house without a foundation that will be destroyed. Jesus says those that hear His teaching and apply it to their lives are like houses that are built with deep foundations. They will stand firm and not be destroyed. 

Jesus wanted his audience (and us) to understand how we are to live. He wants us to live in a way that agrees with His teachings, the Bible. When we live in obedience to the Bible, others are able to se Jesus in us and know more about Him.  Our actions are showing that we belong to Him.

Let’s move to small groups to talk more about how our actions can point others to Jesus.

Discussion the following questions as a small group:
· How do you know the difference between an orange tree and an apple tree?
· How is this similar to our actions showing who we are on the inside?
· What are some actions that you would consider “Christ-like”?
· What are some actions that might confuse others about your faith?
· How do we know the way God wants us to act? What resource has He given us?
· Think of a person that you would say is a strong Christian. Explain what it is about them and their actions that make you think that way about them.
· Make a list of the Christ-like qualities you want to display in your school, home, or extra curriculum activities. Keep the list to remind you who God has called you to be.
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